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postor,” eto. and is the very counter- 
part of the political trickster who bries 
“thief” and “swindler,” to defeat 
his rival in the ‘race for office. This 
wads the case with the Savior. The 

‘Scribes and Pharisees could not refute 
‘his beautiful doctrine, but they could 
lie as fast as he cou . 
did it, till they roused the multitude 
fo Ris Blood. "They said he 
was a trator to the government, a 
Baten. of their laws, a tredsonable 
. who’ wanted to take away 
their place and nation ;” an impostor, 

‘gt associate of the vile and the ungod- 


While a few thought and dared 


to say that perhaps he was a prophet. 
But,“ says Jesus to the disciples 
who knew him, and who, thou 
themselves, who had studied his life 
and doctrines, who had investigated 
his principles and understood him and 
beautiful the re comes ringing 
down the cycle +4 ages, slong the 
stream of two thousand years, by the 
voice of Peter, Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the Living God.” Peter 
with all his failings, had found the 


| 


4 


ld preach, and they | cro 
ned 


| tion, who. have reflected, and who 


t for 
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11 1 of great price, the knowledge 
of che trae God and Jesus Christ 
whom ‘he had sent.” With what joy 
will those disciples regard their labors, 
and death for the cause, 
‘when they, in fulfillment of their 
master 's promise, sit on thrones, with 

wns of glory on their heads, 
judging the tribes of Israel, How 
ul to contemplate the bappi- 
ness of those few in every dispenss- 


f 


heve thoughtfully prayed over the 
doctrines’ of the Son of Man, till 
conviction has settled on their minds, 
and conversion filled their hearts with 
everlasting joy. What a contrast 
with the rustling, giddy multitude of 
thoughtless unbelievers, ‘‘ blinded by 
the cunning craftiness of men.” How 
will they account for their acts, who 
have been the unthinking dupes of 
wicked schemers when in company 
with the ancient mockers and perse- 
cutors of the Saints, the blood of the 
righteous is claimed at their hands! 
If I had the trump of an archangel to 
ery to the nations, I would say to all, 
„think, think for yourselves ! ! 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


Tae ror Dourxtox. 


— 
—Under this heading 


a leading paper says: 


„To whom is Afghanistan ultimately to belong? If it is, as some of our 


scante tell us, not worth our keeping, 


ussia will certainly absorb it sooner or 


later. All the larger States are either absorbing their smaller neighbors or 
being absorbed themselves ; while no small States are being created. Mean- 
while, as the Standard points ont, the disease of Social Democracy is eating 
out the very life of most of the large European States. Nihilism is at work in 
Russia, Socialism in Germany; Austria, if not a sick man, is certainly not a 
healthy one; France may be said to be always ready for revolution at a week’s 
notice ; Italy, the spoilt child of Europe, is fretting for a toy she cannot get.” 


Tus Rvussran Emprre CrvumBiina.—Here is how the Pall Mali Gazette 
views it: 


One thing is certain, that if the British Guvernment does not fall into any 
more Russian ‘traps,’ the Nihilist elements which are gathering visibly in 
‘force. must soon convulse the Czar’s empire from end to end. The political 

„condition of Russia is such that if once the hold of the Tschinn on the nation 
gets relaxed, the Government hes nothing else to fall back upon. At Odessa 
the other day the performance of Glinka’s ‘ Life for the Osar’ was interrupted 
by the loud hisses of students, who, on being expelled from the theatre, 
mustered in the streets and summoned a Hungarian band out of a tea-house to 

lay them Radetaki’s revolutionary march. At Nicolaieff, in Cherson, an order 
rom the Governor enjoining the inhabitants to put out bunting on the anniver- 
sary. of Pleens was sesponded to by a turbulent meeting in the market-place, 
where resolutions were passed to the effect that the country had heard enough 
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lnieff, only 
lor short 


of wars and now w wanted 17 „In this same town, 15 
a ger among 


ten days ago, Nihilist who was being 
disobeyed a decree which, suapended his paper, was ae 
L some soldiers were e fe A carried back in triumph to his office. One 

t all tend to prove 


multiply the pular disaffection ; 
th tact —t the rs of popula on 
quite aware of it. 5 


SERMON Fees.—A which went round of tables”, few 
the usual elo ¢. He kindly expressed 

‘Oh, as the answer, ar be a 


ke so muc 2 =" Well, ” said the parson, „it ib con 


e less; bnt I don’t mind obliging an old parishioner in 1 
one inea.— Oh, sir; but and the 
uneral to pay for, and what not, a sure, too, y 
— do if tex tex, shillings?” 47 oa,” Fil do i,” was the angry reply,“ 
greatest stuff you ever heard.” 


1 flattering Hope, for years thou’st led r me And happiness but a meaningless name, * 
* ope, r Devoid of me to what would you apsire, ¥ 

And ‘gpoubtecl many things I ne’er have had. To save yourself, or save your fellow-man? > “ 

Why art.so false f, What evils have I done? To do such deeds astheseIfanthefire, | 

These tricks thou’é& pla 1 5 me even from a lad. That you t despair. may Ami stand. 

Tes, when in 2 oom, in thou hast crept, Antagonistic are despair and I;: 3 

And with thy tongue — made me quite believe He urges one way; I. foe, ste} In, 4 | 

Ot all my troubles I should be bereft. | me life would be one long and bitter sigh. ihe 


Nor have one mite of cause to feel agrieved. My ban griefs and angulsh would your hou 
What is thy mission, mighty, powerfal He 3 usiness with you is to urge youon __ 
re y deeds of daring for the sake of truth. 


Pray tell me what thy business is 
Is't that I better with * ＋ can towards saving every one. 
Just answer that I may thy see. the middle aged and giddy youth. 
; Do not despise my power, I’m mankind’s : 
HOPE. II I cheer the dreary waste, the barren soul. 
III be with thee until. thy. life. shall end, 


Without me my brave fellow what were vou? 
a you'd claim.. Upon pry earth, and in yon far off goal. 
our Hife a m our were few 
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DIED. 


—At Dunmow, Essex, Dec. 17th, 187%, cf inflamation of Tangs: ‘Charles Clark, ‘eget 40 
, years. He had been u member of the Church 23 years.—Utah papers Please copy. es 
| Barnerr.—At Kentish Town, Lond Dec. 27th, 1878, of old age, Mary Barnett, aged yeas 
She died in full faith of the Gospel. ed papers please copy. * fide 
In the 15th, Ward, Lake Dec 18th. 1878, of fe daughter 
of e and Christina Moore, 2 years, ee 8: and 20 days.— Deseret 1 
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4 


No, 2, Vol. 


Monday, January 18, 1879 * 


Price One Penny. 


_ THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM—ITS GENUINENESS ESTABLISHED. 
BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS. 
(ConTINUED FROM Pace 3. ] 


CHAP, II. 


Human 
causes which led 
Abraham to leave Chaldea. Con 


Joshua, J 
Phas, the Book of 


Ot the early history. of Abraham’ 4 
115 very little is said in the Book of 
is. The mere fact is stated that | 

his father’s dwelling- place was in Ur 


of the Chaldees, where the Patriarch |. 


married his kins woman Sarai, where 


1 bis brother Haran died.“ After 
ents, it is recorded, erah, 

int father, took a portion of the family 
removed to Haran, where he 
EN until the day of his death, but 
the causes that led to 
not given. The next 
with the command of G 


removal are 


ter opens 
to Abra- 


bam, Get thee ont of thy country, 


and from thy kindred,” etc., but the 
„Nen. why God. gaye. ipo, that oom · 


* Genesis, 


— |'raoh,.the king of. 


| upon: which 


mand sre not mentioned, not even 
hinted at. The Book of Abraham 
supplies many interesting details on 
this point not to be found in the 
history given by Moses, and that the 
details thus supplied are consistent 
with the condition of life in Egypt 
and Chaldea at that time, and in 
many respects corroborated by the 
writings and sayings of men living in 
later ages, it now becomes our n. 
ness to prove. 

Abraham states, in the sncond pera- 
raph, into which his book has been 
that his fathers had turned 
from their righteousness and from the 
holy commandments which the Lord 
their God * iven unto. them, unto 


the woe the gods, of the hea- 
thens,” that „they turned their 
hearts to ibe sactifice of the heathen 


in offering up their children unto their 
dumb idols.“ 
it is written, Now at this time it 
was the custom of the priest ok Pha- 
t, to offer up 
Rad deen 


In the, next paragraph 
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in the land of Chaldea, for the offering 
unto these strange gods, men, women’ 
and children.” A little farther on 
Abraham writes, And it came to 
pass that the priests laid violence upon 
me that they might slay me also. * 
* * And as they lifted up their 
bands vpon me that they might offer 
me up and take away my life, behold 
I lifted up my voice unto the Lord 
my God, and the Lord hearkened and 
heard, and he filled me with a vision 
of the Almighty, and the angel of his 
presence stood by me, and immedi 
ately unloosed my bands, and his 
voice was unto me, Abraham! Abra- 
ham! behold my name is Jehovah, 
and I have heard thee, and I have 
come down to deliver thee, and to 


take thee away from thy father’s. 


house, and from all thy kinefolk, into 
a strange land that thon knowest not 
of, and this because they have turned 
their hearts away from me, to worship 
the god of Elkenah, and the god of 
Lebnah, the god of Mahmackrah, 
and the god of Korash, and the god 
of Pharaoh, king of Egypt ; therefore 
Jam come down to visit them, and 
to destroy him who hath lifted up his 
hand against thee, Abraham, my son, 
to take away thy life.” | 

To substantiate the truthfulness of 
the above statements, we ought to be 


able to bring testimony in favor of 


fonr points: 

Ist. That human sacrifice was prac 
ticed in Egypt and adjacent countries 
in Abraham’s day. . | 

2:d. That Abraham’s 
idolaters. 

3rd. That he was persecuted by hie 
fellow countrymen because he opposed 
their idolatry. | 

4th. That God commanded Abra- 
ham to leave Chaldea, because his 
father’s house had tarned their hearts 
away from Him to the worship of 
strange gods. 

If the above points can be proven 
by other testimony than that of the 
Book ef Abraham, we think we have 
strong evidence that the record is 
historically correct. Admit this, and 
we have taken a very decided step 
towards acknowledging the authenti- 
city of the: entire work. For it is 
very improbable, nay, almost absurd, 
to imagine that Joseph Smith, with 


fathers were 
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his limited range of ancient historical 
knowledge, could have produced a 
work of this kind that would be his- 
torically correct. Had the work been 
a forgery, that is, had it originated 
with Joseph, the probabilities are 
overwhelming that he would have 
made some eggregious blunders, which 
could easily have been detected, and 
the whole affait, from beginning to 
end, proven a tissue of falsehoods. 
Firstly, then, we have to show that 
human sacrificés were offered to the 
strange gods of the heathen in Abra- 
bham’s day, more particularly in Egypt, 
as it is represented that it was the 
priest ef Pharaoh who officiated on 
3 mentioned by the Patri- 
arch. 
To substantiate this point we shall 
make but one quotation, as its author 
mentions so many other historians, 
ancient and modern, as his avthori- 
ties, that in quoting it, we call upon 
them to become our witnesses also. 
It is taken from Dissertation III, 
Whiston’s Josephus, and is as follows: 
It is evident from Sanchoniatho, 
Manetho, Pausanias, Diodorus, Sicu- 
lus, Philo, Plutarch, and Porphyry, 
that such [human] sacrifices were fre- 
quent both in Phoenecia and Egypt, 
and that long after the days of Abra- 
ham, as Sir John Marsham and Bishop 
Cumberland have fully proved; nay, 
that in other places [though not in 
Berpt) this cruel purpose continued 
long after Abraham.” yet 
We may here draw attention to the 
statement that this cruel practice did 
not continue in Egypt after Abraham’s 
day, owing, we doubt not, as will 
hereafter be shown, to the great influ- 
ence that that Patriarch wielded in 
later life with Pharaoh and his sub- 
jects in favor of a perfect way of 
serving heaven. 
Again, that Abraham's fathers were 


.| idolaters, though the book of Genesis 


carries no such inference, as also that 
Abraham was commanded by Jehovah 
to leave his Qather’s house because of 
this idolatry, is proven, we consider, 
by the following extracts. We will 
pocrypha, chap. v, verses 6— 9. 
is there that when the 
invading hosts of the King of Ninevah 
were approaching the land of Israel, 
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the commanding general made some 
enquiries with regard to the history of 
its people. Then Achior, the captain 
of all the sons of Ammon, in answer 
to his inquiries, replied: This peo- 
ple are descended of the Chaldeans, 
and they sojourned heretofore’ in 
Mesopotamia, because they would not 
follow the gods of their fathers which 
‘were in- the land of Chaldea. For 
they left the way of their ancestors, 
and worshiped the God of heaven, the 
God whom they knew, so they cast 
them out frem the face of their gods, 
und they fled into Mesopctamia, and 
sojourned there many days. 
From the above it is very evident 
that the facts relating to the call of 
Abraham” were not only known to the 
Hebrews but to the people of the sur- 
rounding nations also. As Achior was 


one in high authority among the sons 


of Ammon, his words under the 
peculiar circumstances in which tbey 
were uttered, would carry great weight. 
and, if unauthorized, would meet with 
severe criticism and probable contra- 
diction. 
But the question is for ever set at 
rest by the words of a greater than 
Achior. Joshua, the valiant, godfear- 
ing leader of Israel, shortly before his 
death, gathered the people together 
and rehearsed in their bearing: the 
great things the Lord had beforetime 
done for them. It is written, that at 


this time, Joshua said unto all the 


ople, Thus saith the Lord God of 
srael, Yonr fathers dwelt on the other 
side of the flood in old time, even 


Joshua, chap. xxiv, 2, 3. 
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Terah, the father of Abraham, and 
the father of Nachor, and they served 
other Gods. And I took your father 
Abraham from the other side of the 
flood and led him throughout all the 
land of Canaan, and multiplied’ his 
seed.” And again,, Now there- 
fore fear the Lord and serve him in 
sincerity and in truth, and put away 
the gods which your fathers served on 
the other side of the flood and in 
Egypt, and serve ye the Lord. And if 
it seem evil unto yon to serve the 
Lord, choose ye this day whom ye will 
serve, whether the gods your fatbers 
served that were on the other side ot 
the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land ye dwell; but as for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord.“ 
Farther evidence than this we deem 
unnecssary, as here we have the end of 
all controversy, even the word of the 
Lord on the matter. . 
We cannot prove, directly from the 
writings of any authors at our dis 
posal, that an attempt was made 0 
take Abraham’s life for righteousnes« 
sake; but we can show from the 
| ‘© Antiquities ” of Josephus that b. 
was maltreated for that cause. This 
historian, after referring to the doc 
trines taught by Abraham, regardin;: 
God, writes, for which doctrines. 
when the Chaldeans and other peop): 
of Mesopotamia,’ raised a tumuli: 
against him, he thought fit to leave: 
that country; and at the command 
and by the assistance of God, he came 
and lived in the land-of Canaan.“ T 


t Joshua, chap. xxiv, 14, 15. 


_ $ Antiquities, book i, chap. vii. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. 


A VOICE FROM THE VALLEY.—No. 1. 


BT ELDBR JOSEPH L. BARFOOT. 
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That must be an uncomfortable sort 
ok a faith which has to seek for the 
negative consolation found in non- 
‘belief in God; which:seeks for an. 


@ssarance that there is no hereafter | 
22 Conseq 


uence, no responsibility for 
the deeds done in the body. Were it 


not that men are so constituted that 


| 


it is natural to them to have faith in a 
deity and an innate sense of morality. 
there would not be so much difficulty , 
in resting satisfied with what is calle: 
‘* Rationalism,” in contradiatinctio:. 
to Religion, by those whe gratuitousl - 
assert that religion is: not rationai * 
Bat that which is lacking in assurance 
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by the reasoner, by reason of the 
moral nature pleading within bim, he 
seeks after by methods which do 
violence to that nature. He may 
stifle ‘the moral sentiments by the 
intellectual pressure brought to bear 
upon them; he may even blunt those 
finer feelings and perceptions of truth 
which normally belong to bim as man, 
but the victory, such as it is, is at his 
own expense and degradation. He 
may claim that Reason is the conquer- 
er, but the best of his triune nature, 
the moral and god-like, is defeated ! 

Thus the Rationalist may exultingly 
declare that ‘‘ man is only a superior 
animal.” That. ‘‘revelation is not 
needed to account for that mental 
superiority which man possesses, and 
by which alone he is distinguished 
from the inferior animals.” He may 
reason until at last the moral faculties 
within bim are so benumbed that 
they no longer preserve the balance 
they should do in his organism. 

But, when this mental condition is 
attained to, farewell to revelation ! 
The higher and happier intonations of 
the music of the heavens find no 
chord to vibrate in unison with their 
impulses. The moral nature is held 
in abeyance until the other faculties 
allow it to resume its functions. 

Then, reason must find a substitute 
for revelation ; and the pride of intel- 
Ject lords it over the moral in man. 
And, O! how superior are its plead 
ings. Man is developed from the 
monkey.” The moral in man has 
been brought about by evolution; 
a superior creature has been developed 
from the force of circumstances opera- 
ting on the organism—the ‘‘ environ- 
ment” A monkey perceived it had 
done a wrong to another monkey and 
straightway mourned over the im- 
moral act, and thus the moral faculty 
sprung into existence!” A monkey 
awake to a consciousness of its being 
tbe subject of death by seeing another 
monkey die. This kind of logic is 
advaticed in ‘scientific („) papers, too. 
And,when the Rationalist is confronted 
‘with the fact that the monkeys of the 
presen' age do not exhibit these 


remarkable kraita ‘of evolution; 


reason says there is a missing link 


somewhere in the creations; and that 
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when that is discovered it will be 


| proved that there are ne special 


creations !” 

And, with the. constant - excuse 
of the intellect alone, the logical 
faculty increases in energy. The 
entire creation is a glorious reality. 
We ferm a part of it and are linked 
on the mysterious and UNKNOWN 
by an endless chain of causation. No 
God; no hereafter; no immortality 
possible; no hope! | 

Reader! This is an uncomfortable 
sort of faith: But there is hope. 
This truly abnormal condition for the 
perfect can be remedied. There are 
rational methods by which revelation 
can be obtained. 2 

Would you know the way? Strength- 
en the moral faculties. Try to realize 
in these days of phonographs end 
telephones that there may be methods 
yet unknown to you by which man 
may commũne with his Maker. By 
which prayers may reach the heavens, 
and be answered upon the earth. By 
which the child who has derived his 
‘existence from God may be enabled to 
listen to the ‘‘still small voice” of 
the Spirit of his Father! It is so, 
NOW. Thousands upon thousands 
know this ; you may know it. Receive 
such testimony as this; human testi- 
mony is worth having when it is 
disinterestedly given, especially when 
life and happiness are concerned. We 
have the truth as it was held in the 
days of Jesus and of his Apostles. 
Would you prove this? attend the 
meetings of our people. There is a 
Reign of Peace designed for this fair 
earth; it will be when all its inhabit- 
tants shall do the will of God. We as 
a people are trying to bring this about 
by doing the will of God, by practical- 
ly becoming Latter-day Saints. We 
have had faith in God and in his Son. 
Jesus Christ ; we have been baptized 
in water for the remission of sins and 
received the spirit of prophecy, b 
which we have known that the wor 
we are identified with is true. For 
this we have gathered to these valleys 
to learn more and more of the Gospel. 
We know God lives and that he loves. 
you, and we invite yon ta seek for the 
spirit of . revelation; that you may also 
know these things. on 
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K AFIRISTAN. 


The following, from Leisure Hour, 
will, with the exception of the ideas 
about so called Christian Missionary 
business, with which it is interlarded, be 


at once instructive and entertaining 


even to the casual student of human 
nature : 

Between the Indul and Cabul rivers 
on the slops and ridges of Hindu Koah, 
are a number of states, independent, 
or owing only nominal allegiance to 
the Ameer of Afghanistan. Of these 
the most important is Kafiristan. The 
name is formed from the Arabic, Ka- 
fir, or unbeliever, and the Persian istan, 
place or land. Horses, mules, asses 
and camels, being unknown in Kafir- 
istan, burdens are carried by bullocks, 
or on men’s backs, chiefly by a tribe of 
people, called Baris. These people 
are the pariabs of the country. They 
carry on all mechanical trades, such as 
blacksmiths, weavers, carpenters, cut- 
lers, the Kafirs considering arms and 
agriculture as the only occupations 
which are worthy of their attention. 
The Si’ah posh Kafirs, or Blackclad 
unbelievers, are so called from the 

black goatskin yarments which they 
wear. 
tuin fastness where they have been en- 
abled to preserve their independence 
in a marvellous way. Often has their 
subjugation been attempted by the 
great conquerors who have played 
their part from time to time in the 
history of Asia, but failure has uni 
verzally ensued: Timour tried to re- 


duce them; the emperor Baber made 


forays into their valleys ; the Moham- 
medan chiefs of the mountain princi- 


palities on their borders confederated 


against them. On all these occasions 
‘the Kafirssuffered moreor lessseverely, 
yet still survived as an independent 
nation. All around Mohammedanism 
prevails. Kashgar, Kunduz, Afghan 

istan, the petty states north-west of 
Peshawur, all have been Mohammeda- 
nised; while Kafiristan stands forth 
like an island amidet the surrounding 
deluge.’ Retaining its ancient heathen- 
‘ism, it has refused submission to the 
- arrogance of the Moslem. What a po 


‘sition, then, for Christianity to occupy! 


Their land has been a moun- 


‘pioneers of the Gospel“ 


: Entrenched there amidst these. rocky 


eminences, it might from thence act 
with converting power on the outlying 
portionsofthe Mohammedan kingdoms 
around, and kindle a light in the very 
heart of Mohammedan Asia. There is 
surely no enthusiasm in supposing 


that this isolated country has. been 


conserved from the domination of 
Mohammedanism for some special 
purpose. Capt. Raverty, of the 3rd 
Bombay Native Infantry, published 
„Notes on Kafiristan” many years 
ago, in the Journal of the Asiatic 
Society in Bengal.” He concludes 
his notices with the following para- 
graphs :—‘‘ In summing up the charac- 
tereof this unsophisticated and highly 
interesting race, I may remark that 
they appear, by all accounts, and even 
from the description of their enemies, 
to be of a merry and sociable disposi- 


tion, and though quick to anger are as 


easily appeased. Hospitable to a 


‘fault, they treat their guests more 


kindly than brothers. Even their 
enemies allow that they are sincere in 


their friendship as in their enmity, 
are faitbhfal to their agreement, and 


hold boasting, lying, and duplicity in 
sovereign contempt. Lieutenant Wood, 
in the interesting work, ‘A Journey 
to the Oxus, remarks concerning them 
(in which I cordially agree) that they 
resemble Europeans in being possessed 
of great intelligence, and from all I 
ha ve seen and heard of them I consider 
they offer a fairer field for missionary 
exertion than is to be found anywhere 
else on the continent of Asia. They 
pride themselves on being, to use their 
own words, brothers of the Farangis ; 
and this opinion of itself may here- 
after smooth the road for the zealous 
Let it 

remembered that the Si’ah-posh regard 
the Afghans as their most relentless 
foes. They sometimes enter into a 
truce of friendship with the people of 
Badakshban and Chitral, when they ex- 


change weapons, and until these are 
returned they remain at peace ; ‘but 
with the more cruel and’ bigoted Af- 
‘ghans this is rarely done. The Af- 
ghans are constantly plundering the 
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Kafirs, and carrying off their women, 
who are said to be very beautiful. Ac- 
cording to the report recently publi- 
shed from the Russian Military Depart- 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


ment, the Kafirs number above 150, 
000; and nearly 500,000 of other 
tribes in the mountains are indepen- 
dent of the ruler of Cabul. : 


— 


MINUTES OF A’ DISTRICT MERTING, 
HELD AT BRADFORD, LESDS CONFERENCE, SUNDAY, DECEMBER, 22ND, 1878. 


Utah Elders present: Wm. Budge, 
President of the European Mission , 
John Nicholson, from tbe Liverpool 
Office ; Walter J. Beatie, President of 
and J. E. Metcalf and Thomas Child, 
Traveling Elders in Leeds Conference. 
: 10:30 a. m. 
Singing, The Morning Breaks,” 
etc.; prayer by Elder Foster; singing, 
Let Every Mortal Har Attend.” 
President Beatie called for reports 
from the Branch Presidents. 

Hull, was reported. by Elder Met- 
calf, in the absence of Pres, Jagger; 
Leeds, by Elder Foster; Bradford, by 
Elder Joseph Hartley ; Wakefield, by. 
Elder Jobn Wilson; Halifax, by El- 
der A. Gledhill; The majority of the 
Saints were represented in good stand- 
ing and the work. was progressing. 

President Beatie reported the con- 
dition of the scattered Saints in the 
Conference and Elders Thomas Child 


and J: E. Metcalf gave encouraging 


reports of the progress of the work in 
their respective districts where they 
are laboring. Elder Child had found 
many opportunities of laying the prin. 
ciples of the Gospel before numbers 
of people who were ignorant concern- 
ing them, and he had hopes that not a 
few would soon be added to the 
Church through his labors and the 
blessing of God. 0 

In Hull and vicinity, where Elder 
Metcalf is laboring, a good work had 
been done, quite a few having been 
baptized, with good prospects ahead 
for further increase. 
President Budge. asid he felt thank- 
fal to God in being permitted to meet 
with the Saints in Bradford and for 


good. spirit. manifested. He 
eathood to, be diligent 


the = 
exhorted the Pri 


and energetic fn trying to push on the 
work in view. of what was to be accom. 
plished und the limited time remaining 


to do it in. He gave some good, 
practical advice to the brethren pre- 
sent, showing that it devolved on us 
to do all in our power to make known 
the truth to those in ignorance con- 
cerning it. 
Singing, How Beautious are their 
feet,” etc.; benediction by President 
Beatie. . 


2 p. m. 
Singing, Sweet is the Work my 
God, my King, ete.; prayer by 
Elder Thomas Child; singing, ‘‘ Ye 
Sons of Men, a feeble race, ” etc. 
The sacrement was administered. 
Elder John Nicholson delivered a 
discourse, in which be described some | 
of the difficulties and obstacles that 
had to be encountered by the Saints. 
in the progress of the work of the 
Lord. He pointed out some of the 
prominent interpositions of divine 
providence in their behalf, showin 
they had been brought safely throug 
every trial by the power of God, ga 
sustained also by the testimony o 
Jesus, which they had. received, 
according to the universal promise to 
those who obey the Gospel. He spoke 
concerning the restoration of the 
Gospel in this generation through 
Joseph Smith, the 8 explain- 
ing the similarity of its doctrines to. 
those taught by Christ and his ancient 
apostles. He concluded by alluding 
to the approaching collapse in the 
affairs of nations, as indicated by the 
signs of the times and bearing testi- 
mony to the divine origin of the work 
in which the Latter-day Saints are 
Elder Metcalf followed briefly in 
the same strain, reasoning clearly 
upon the validity of the claims of the 
Saints, to having the only true gospel, 
to the restoration of which he bore 
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testimony, and warned his hearers of 
jodgments to come, which were im- 
pending over the inhabitants of the 
earth. | 

Singing, Hark the Song of Jubi- 
lee.” Benediction by President Beatie. 


p.m. 
Singing—‘“‘ Ha the souls who 
first believed,” —4 
Prayer by Elder Chas. Abbott. 
Elder Thomas Child addressed the 

meeting. He first treated upon the 
universal apostacy from the true order 
of the Gospel, manifesting that all so- 
called Christendom had gone out of 
the true way. He next dwelt upon 
the restoration of the true plan of 
salvation and the authority to admi- 
nister its ordinances, showing that 
the Latter-day Saints were in posses. 

sion of those inestimable blessings. 
His concluding remarks were devoted 
to describing the character of the treat 

ment bestowed by the world upon the 
gervants of God in all ages, that 
directed to the Latter-day Saints by 
this generation being no exception to 
the rule. He bore a strong testimony 
to the truth of the work the Saints 


are engaged in. | 


‘ 


President Budge delivered a very 


powerful and logical discourse, upon 
the nature of the principles, authority 
and order of the Gospel of Christ. 
His arguments, sustained by ample 
Soxiptural evidence, in favor of the 
proposition that the sects of the day 


6 p.m. |‘claimed 
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| 
are, even. on their own admission, 
destitute of the spirit and power o 
the plan of salvation, were most con- 
vincing. The possession of these 
great gifts depended upon the exist- 
ence of the living principle of continu- 
ous divine revelation, which sectarians 
had been done away. The 
next branch of the subject treated 
upon was to show the validity and 
unanswerable nature of the claims 
put forth by the Saints in regard to 
possessing the truth as it is in Christ. 
He exhorted the Saints to faithfulness, 
and those who had not yet obeyed the 
Gospel to investigate and comply with 
its requisitions, that they might bask 
in the sunshine of its benign blessings. 
Singing—‘* How great the joy that 
promised day,” etc. Benediction by 
President Wm. Budge. 
There was a good attendance of 
Saints at both afternoon and evening 
mestiugs, and also quite a number of 
strangers. | 
B. Evererr, Secretary. 


The Saints in Bradford district held 
a tea-party and entertainment on 
Christmas day. It was well patron- 
ized by strangers as well as Saints, and 
was a success. The entertainment 
consisted of readings, songs, recita- 
tions, etc., which were well rendered. 
Quite a number of friends contributed | 
to the success of the proceedings, 


| which seemed to give satisfaction to 
all present. F. B. E. 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


—0— — 


An unfavorable effect was produced on the Stock Exchange by the news 
the failure of Tweedy Williams and Co., private bankers, of Truro and Fal- 
mouth, whose liabilities are supposed to be about half a million. 


_ Advices from Erzeroum state that the Russians continue to dispatch troops 
in the direction of the Persian frontier. More than two thousand workmen 
are stated tu be employed in constructing a new line of fortifications round Kars. 


_ The Bishop of Manchester, preaching yesterday at Old Trafford, said he 
went to see the distribution of the relief on Friday, and thesight was enough to 
make one weep tears almost of despair. The powers of good and evil were 
apparently n themselves together with increased intensity, and unless 

some radical change came over our lives and our motives the prosperity and 

eatness of the country were doomed. If we were to have perpetual „ 9 
between capital and labour, and to trade upon fictitious capital, and if all 
society were to be undermined with rottenness, he did not see how we could go 
on. London Telegrayh. | 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 1879. 


THE REYNOLDS TEST POLYGAMY CASE.—AN UNCONSTITU- 
| TIONAL AND OPPRESSIVE DECISION. 


O 
A PUBLISHED dispatch from America, dated Jan. 6:h, informs us that, ‘‘ The 
United States Suprems Court has decided that Congress has power to pass laws 
prohibiting polygamous marriages in Utah, and that such laws are constitution- 
al.” This means that the Court of Last Resort“ has given a decision in the 
case of the People, etc., vs. George Reynolds. The proceedings in this suit 
were inaugurated in Salt Lake City, in the winter of 1875, with the under- 
standing that it would be carried on appeal to the highest tribunal in the land, 
for the purpose of testing the constitutionality of the anti-pulygamy law, passed 
by Congress in 1862, and under which statute the case was conducted. In the 
first proceedings, in the Third District Court of Utah, the jury returned a 
verdict of guilty, and, on Dec. 21st, 1875, defendant was sentenced to imprison- 
ment at hard labor, in the Detroit House of Correction, a United States prison, 
and to pay a fine of five hundred dollars. The case was appealed on the ground 
that the defendant married more wives than one according to a religious rite 
and ordinance and conscientious convictions. In consequence of this he claimed 
that the law of of 1862 is null and void, being unconstitutional, because it hin- 
dered him in the free exercise of his religion. To put the matter clearer, the 
Constitution provides that ‘‘ Congress shall make no law respecting an estab- 
lishment of religion, or probibiting the free exercise thereof.” 

The Constitution forms the basis of all laws ; therefore, every statute that 
conflicts with the provisions of that sacred instrument is void and of none effect- 
It constitutes the bulwark of safety to the rights and liberties of a free people. 
It provides, as before stated, that no legal enactment that infringes opon the 
rights of religion and conscience shall stand. In fact it expressly prohibits the 
passage of snch measures. In the face of the plain and unmistakable letter and 

spirit of the Constitutien that other rampart of the freedom of the people, the 
highest legal tribunal in the country, decides, in effect, that Congress has a right 
to hinder the establishment and free exercise of religion. What a monstrous 
and glaring inconsistency! What an anomaly i in a boastedly free and untram- 
melled republic. 

It may be urged by those who would seek a justification for the outrageous 

and oppressive decision, that plural marriage is not a religious institution. But 
who shall be the judge of that? Is not the acme of * and absurdity reached 
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when a government proclaims that there shall be the most unlimited freedom 
in matters of religion, and then dictates what shall or shall not form a portion 
of the religious institutions of any portion of the community? Unless the 
party imbibing and practising principles of religion is left the sole judge as 
to what they shall constitute, farewell to religious toleration and liberty. 


The Latter-day Saints embraced the institution of plural marriage as a reve- 


lation from God, as a most vital principle of their religion, many years before 


the law of 1862 was enacted. As citizens of the Republic, they knew they had 


a perfect right, under the Constitution, to practise their religion, so long as 
they did not infringe upon the rights and liberties of others by so doing; 
therefore, the law is oppressive, restrictive, unconstitutional, and void. But 
the Supreme Court declares that it is constitutional and legal. The community 
of Latter-day Saints have been betrayed and are now compelled to awake to the 
fact that-they have no rights that the government under which ares live are 
bound to respect. 

As to plural marriage being a portion of the religion of the Saints, the world 
has lately had one of the most staggering and overwhelming testimonies, the 
force of which cannot be resisted. A great deal of falsehood and slander have 
been dished up and industriously circulated about the down-trodden women of 
Utah, who were supposed to be languishing to be freed from the polygamic fet- 
ters by which they were said to be securely fastened. A short time since anti- 
polygamic crusade was inaugurated by a number of persons who take delight 
in meddling with other people's affairs. The lady members of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, as if with one mighty impulse, flew to the 
defense of what they consider a divine institution, a portion of the holy religion 
-they had espoused, and for which, in unison with their husbands, they had 
endured many hardships. Mammoth meetings of the ladies were held in all 
parts of Utah, and, considering the slanderous reports alluded to, a most 


anomolous spectacle was presented in those gatherings. Ladies who were 


‘practically involved in the marriage system of the Saints stood up and eloquent- 
ly protested against any interference with it, being a portion of their religion, 
and a divine institution. Ladies whose husbands had but one wife asserted, 
with unmistakable plainness, that they were not unwilling that their life partners 
should increase the dimensions of the domestic circle by entering into the 
marriage relation with others. Young, unmarried. women also expressed an 
unfaltering conviction of the ——— of the revealed * for the eter- 
oe union of the sexes. 
We lay it down as an incdutveventibte ee that, under the banner of 
a free republic, religionists are the sole judges as to what shall constitute their 
religious faith and practise, the release of that heaven-born privilege to another 
party being a surrender of one of the rights dearest to the heart of every free- 
man. The Saints have given the most impregnable proofs that the system of 
marriage they have adopted in faith and practise is a part of their religion, thus 
placing it beyond the rightful interference of the a and administrative 
power of the United States, 
Why have the judges of the Supreme Court decided that laden liberty 
oan be constitutionally infringed upon, when the Constitution itself expressly 
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forbids such infraction? It was because they had to choose between two horns 
of a dilemma, the one being to decide in favor of human freedom and the 
Constitution, standing up like men for the right and facing the current of 
popular prejudice, which flows strongly against the Saints and their institu- 
tions. The other was to ignore the rights of conscience, guaranteed by the 
Constitution, truckle to popular bigotry, and opinion founded on ignorance 
and unchristian hatred, and thus prostitute the noble calling of the judiciary 
by dragging the ermine in the mire and slime of injustice and oppression. 
Those judges—we do not know whether the decision was unanimous, have 
chosen the latter course, and, in so doing, have driven deeply the entering 
wedge that will split the nation into fractious fragments, which no man nor 
party will be able te gather up and cement. 

The American people point with ostentatious pride to the fair record sald, 
in the revolutionary struggle for freedom, by the immortal Washington, 
named, in affectionate memory, the father of his country.” But were the 
spirit of that great man permitted to gaze upon the present condition of this 
nation, he would surely be filled with ineffable contempt iu viewing the 
uninviting spectacle of an unjust presiding judiciary and vitiated popular 
sentiment. How different is the genius of the recent decision from the spirit 
breathed by the following letter, written by him, soon after the framing of the 
Constitution, directed to the Central Committee of the United Baptist 
Churches in Virginia.” 

“Gentlemen :—If I could have entertained the slightest apprehension that 
the Constitution framed by the Convention where I had the honor to preside, 
might possibly endanger the religious rights of any ecclesiastical society, 
certainly I would have never placed my signature to it; and if I could con- 
ceive that the General Government might ever be so adminstered as to render 
the liberty of conscience insecure, I beg you will be persuaded, that no one 
would be more zealous than myself to establish effectual barriers against the 
horrors of spiritual tyranny and every species of religious persecution. For 
you doubtless remember I have often expressed my sentiments, that any man 
conducting himself as a good citizen, and being accountable to God alone for 
religious opinions, ought to be 3 in worshiping we Deity en. to 
the dictation of his own conscience.’ 

We look upon the decision under ee as by far the most W 
that has been rendered during the one hundred and two years of the existence 
of the Republic. It is not a measure of a party in politics. It is true that 
the Saints, after being robbed, driven, whipped and many of their number 
murdered in cold blood, appealed to the various administrative and executive 
‘authorities of the land, until they reached Martin Van Buren, then President 
of the Uuited States. In reply to the representation of the wrongs for which 
they pleaded for redress, his response, so suggestive of pusillanimous imbeeil- 
ity, was, Tour cause is just, but I can do nothing for you.“ This infamous 
and contemptible answer indicated a knowledge of the right combined with a 
cowardly fear to act upon so sacred a conviction. His was the part of inact- 
ivity born of the-despicable sentiment of moral cowardice. Even that decision 
was not so gra ve as the one now given by the Supreme Court, for the latter is 
the final arbitrator of justice, to which even the President of the Republic is 
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andject. That Tribunal has not even sought the weak subterfnge of 
inaction, but has perpetrated the grossest violation of human rights that 
appears upon the annals of the country. It is à decision that will, in time to 
come, cover the names of the judges whose action it was with ignominious 
infamy and detestation. In countries ruled by the iron hand of despotism 
auch acts are to be expected, being in keeping with governmental institutions 
whose foundations are laid in tyranny. Bat in a nation like America, the 
boasted land of freedom, her citizens who are oppressed have a right to 
expect and even demand better things. When the Court of Bast Resort, the 
institution whose right it is to decide what shall or shall not remain upon the 
statute books as the law of the land, loses its prestige by catering to public 
prejudice, deciding adversely to right and justice, the last guard of religious 
toleration is swept away. But there is still something that holds a higher place 
than that Court—the Constitution of the country, which is the ‘‘snpreme law 
of the land,” and when the highest court undertakes to ignore that supremacy, 
by rendering decisions that are opposed both to its letter and spirit, theit 
actions, are not entitled to the respect that would be otherwise accorded them.. 
We do not doubt that the decision under consideration would be received 
with approving acclamation by the overwheming masses of the people in all 
parts of the country. To such sentiments of exultation we are happy in the 
belief that there would be not a few honorable and intelligent exceptions. The 
most jnbilant would most probably be those who ‘‘ teach for hire and divine 
for money,” whose crafts have been placed in imminent danger by the superi- 
ority and successful propagation of the doctrines of ‘‘ Mormonism.” This 
class especially, imbued with the same spirit as those who exclaimed, in refer- 
ence to the Savior, ‘‘Away with him; crucify him,” are anxious that the 
Latter-day Saints and their institutions shovld be blotted out. No methods. 
are too barbarous or bloody for them, so long as the object nearest their hearts 
is accomplished. Those who are filled with gloating anticipation at the decision 
doubtless couple their joyful expressions with prognostications of the speedy 
doom and downfall of Mormonism.” Full well do they know that the Saints. 
cannot give up plural, or rather the Celestial Order of Marriage without 
relinquishing their religion. They are likely to expect that they will do so 
under an overwhelming pressure of force. In this they are miserably mistaken. 
Should the pressure come there may be a few weak kneed ones in the commu 
nity whose moderate valor will succumb to tke power of opposition ; ; but the 
great bulk of the people will live their religion and trust in God, who has 
promised to fight their battles. , 
Weare well acquainted with the Latter-day Saints and their institutions, 
and our unhesitating testimony is that they are the most orderly, and law- 
abiding people within the broad domain of the United States. Many of the 
leading minds of the age who have visited them in their peaceful cities and 
settlements, have added a disinterested testimony to this fact. Itis a portion 
of their religion to uphold all constitutional law. As evidence of this we here 
quote from a revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Kirtland, 
Ohio, August 6, 1883 (Book of Doo. & Cov., American edition, page 312), 
% And now, verily I say unto you concerning the laws of the land, it is my 
will that my people should observe all things whatsoever I have eee 
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them ; and that law of the land-which i is constitutional, supporting that princi- 
ple of freedom i in maintaining rights and privileges, belongs to all mankind; 

and is justifiable before me; therefore, I, the Lord, justify you, and your 

brethren of my church, in befriending that law which is the constitutional law | 
of the land; and as pertaining to the law of man, whatsoever is more or less 
than these cometh of evil.” 

This instruction from Jesus Christ, the Divine Master, i is evidently prophetic 
and anticipatory of the unballowed efforts of the enemies of truth to overthiow 
His Church. The laws of the Church are such that the constitutional statutes 
of the land do not conflict with them; therefore the Constitution has to be 
ignored in order to reach the 3 who are a growing and will soon 
become a great power. But neither God nor the principles of human freedom 

that should exist between man and man, require that the Saints should obey a 
legal measure the unconstitational character of which is self-evident. In the 
language of President John Taylor, while giving testimony upon the witness 
stand, in one of the Courts of Utah, they will choose to obey God rather 
than man.” In the words of the same staunch defender of the truth, it is 
with the Saints, ‘‘ the kingdom of God or en Me do not understand 
it to be the intention of the Mormons“ to renounce any principle of their 
religion. With them it is Mormonism,” or the Gospel of ee Savior i in its 
entirety; nothing short of it, come what may. 
The deep hypocrisy of this perverse generation must be without parallel, 
While extolling, at a distance of many centuries, the characters of Abraham, 
Jacob, Moses, and other holy men, with whom the God of heaven held com- 
munion in person, as one man with another, by their actions they plainly 
show that did those worthies live now they would, had they the power, incar- 
cerate them in the cell of the felon. Failing in that they would advocate 
recourse to methods of bloody and relentless extermination. And this in the 
face of the words of the Savior, to the same canting element among the J ‘ews, 
If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of Abraham.” 
In opposition to the oft-repeated prognostieatious about the demolition and 
downfall of ‘ Mormonism,” we are not afraid to express the most confident 
anticipation of the rise and progress of that divine system of salvation. It 
will gain an ultimate majestic and victorious triumph over every opposing 
force, however powerful. Its enduring walls are being reared upon the 
foundation of eternal truth, and while it stands invincible against the attacks 
-of men, the nations that fall upon it will be broken in Pieces, to rise no more, 
for the Lord has said to his people, No weapon that is formed against thee 
shall prosper ; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou 
shalt condemn.” The repeated verification of this promise in cloudy times of 
the past, fills the Saints with unfaltering faith that in the future also they will 
be defended * the potent power of the outstretched arm of Jehovah. 


— Another-Anancial institution, the Cornish Bank, suspended, The 
liabilities are supposed to be very heavy. 1005 
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— On Friday, Jan. 3rd, a 38-ton gun exploded on board H. M. 8. 
Thunderer, then lying in the Gulf of Ismid, near Constantinople. Eleven 
offloers and men were killed, and a large number of others wounded, several 
of the latter having become blind since the acciden‘. 


—— It is reported that the objective point of the flight of the Ameer of 
Afghanistan is into the arms of the Russians, with à view of there obtaining 
saccor and protection. It is supposed that the Muscovites have been mis- 
leading him as to the magnitude of the influence of the Russian. Empjre among 
the leading nations. 


—— On Saturday a disastrous fire occurred at Birmingham. The free library 
of that city was consumed. The results of the casualty cannot be repaired, 
many among the thousand of volumes destroyed having been the only copies 
in existence. The collection nn. the most complete Shakespearian 
series in the world. 


—— The Russian Waipire is at present in a very tottering situation. Her 
finances have been brought to a ruinous condition by her late war with Turkey; 
she is agitated by the revolutionary outbreaks of the Nihilists, and now a 
plague has broken out in Astrachan. At last accounts the fearful epidemic 
was spreading rapidly, making havoc among the populace of a large number of 
towns. 

We have at ena a copy of the Bradford Advertiser, of Dec. 28 h. It 
contains a communication from Elder Thomas Child, now laboring in the Leeds 
‘Conference. The letter is a clear, straightforward, though necessarily brief 
* exposition of the establishment, persecutions, drivings, travels, leading dec- 
trines, institutions and existing condition of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. It is unusual to find a journal sufficiently. fair and libera! 
te publish information on the points enumerated from the pen of one belunging 
te a class best qualified to state the truth as it is. On this account all the 
more credit is due to the editor and publisher of the Advertiser. | 


— Tue Gasefte de St. Petersburgh: publishes an interesting article on 
‘modern wars and their enormous cost in blood and treasure. The following 
extract shows the catalogue for the last twenty-five years :—‘‘ The Crimean war, 
750,000; the Italian war of 1859, 45,000 ; the Schleswig-Holstein war in 1864, 
3,000; the war between Austria indi 182 with Italy in 1866, 45,000; the 
Mexican expedition. 60, 000; the Franco-Prussian war (1870-71), 215,000 
(Germany 60,000, France 150 ,000); the Tarco-Servian war, 25,000; the 
Russo Turkish war, 600,000; and the war of secession in the United Stater, 
800, 000. This gives a grand total of 2,584,000 lives sacrificed. The estimated 
expenditure on these wars was as follows :-—The Orimean war oost 8, 500, 000,000 
francs, or £340,000;000 ; the Italian (1859) 1 500, 000,000 francs, or £60, 000, 000; 
. the ‘Schleswig- Hochstein war 175,000, 000 franes, or £700,000; the Austro- 
Pruesian Italian war 1,650, 000,000 francs, or 466,000, 000; the Mexican 
expedition 100,000; 000 francs, or E40, 000, 000; the eee 12,500, 
900000, francs, or 800,000, 000; che Russo- Turkish war 6,250,000, O00 franes, 
dr ' £260,000, 000; and due American oivil ‘war 37,000, 000, 000 franes, or 
E, 509, 600,000 Ai Thüs the 1 cost of these wars was upwards of 
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